
Communities and Fire 
Restoration

The Role of Communities in Restoring Fire as a Natural 
Process



Overview

1. Frequent fire regimes dominate approximately 
65% of the lower 48 states, although regional 
variations exist.
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Overview

1. Frequent fire regimes dominate approximately 
65% of the lower 48 states, although regional 
variations exist.

2. Approximately 80% of the lower 48 states is 
moderately to highly departed from reference 
conditions, leaving only 20% within the range of 
variability described by the reference condition.
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Condition Class (Landfire Rapid Assessment 2006)

Overview



Multiple efforts

Congressional acts (NFP – 2000; HFI – 2002; HFRA 
– 2003;)

Western Governor's Assoc. 10-yr Comprehensive 
Strategy and Implementation Plan (2006)

State government

State agency initiatives 



Common Operating 
Principles

Collaborative Stewardship
Hazardous Fuel Reduction
Restoration
Landscape scale
Firefighting Readiness
Prevention Through Education



USFS National Fire Plan 
Operating Principles

Collaboration
Achieve desired future conditions in 
collaboration with: 

Communities 
Interest groups 
State and federal agencies

Hazardous Fuel Reduction
Restoration
Landscape Scale
Firefighting Readiness
Prevention Through Education



USFS National Fire Plan 
Operating Principles

Collaboration
Hazardous Fuel Reduction
Restoration

Restore health, diversity, and resilience. 
Minimize uncharacteristically intense fires.
Priority watershed basis

Landscape Scale
Firefighting Readiness
Prevention Through Education



Successful Efforts

Community involvement 

Comes down to acre by acre, 
with local stakeholder 
involvement



Community Roles

Protection of life/ property from fire
Protection of natural resources and valued 

attributes from fire
Restoring resilient, sustainable systems at 

landscape scales
Coordinating the restoration of fire adapted 

systems at landscape scales with appropriate 
local resource use



Session Agenda

Will Harling – Burning for a Fire Safe Community 
and Forest in the Klamath Mountains.

Susanne Hickey – Restoring and maintaining 
viable ecological communities while providing 
protection from unwanted wildland fire in the 
Great Plains.

Amy Waltz – Community Roles in the Deschutes 
Forest Landscape.

Discussion, questions and examples from the 
audience





Community Roles in 
Deschutes  Watershed

Protection of life/ property from fire
Project Wildfire

Protection of natural resources and valued attributes (old-
growth) from fire
Glaze Meadow Restoration Project

Restoring resilient, sustainable systems at landscape 
scales
Fire Learning Network

Coordinating the restoration of fire adapted systems at 
landscape scales with appropriate local resource use
Central Oregon Partnership for Wildfire Risk Reduction



Project Wildfire

Our mission is to prevent deaths, injuries, property loss and 
environmental damage resulting from wildfires in Deschutes County.



Glaze Meadow

A conservation community 
drive to design and 
implement a project on 
public lands.

Priorities are protection of old-
growth ponderosa stands 
through restoration thinning 
and reintroduction of fire. 

OregonWild, Sisters Ranger 
District, + multiple partners.

(FIELD TRIP – Saturday) 



Fire Learning Network

Multiple stakeholders
– Federal and state agencies
– Conservation groups
– Local government
– Additional partnerships



Implement ecosystem restoration strategies and 
fuels reduction at ecologically meaningful scales: 
and

Foster innovation and transfer lessons learned to 
other projects, scientists and decision makers.

Fire Learning Network 
Goals



Tapash Sustainable Forest Collaborative
(Tieton)     Wenatchee-Okanogan NF

Upper Deschutes Basin Deschutes NF

Sprague Watershed Fremont-Winema NF

Applegate Watershed Rogue-Siskiyou N.F. & 
Medford District BLM

NW FLN Participating 
Landscapes
Primary Ownership



Memorandum of Understanding – Tapash SFC.

Vegetation and Fire Regime Condition Class mapping wall-to-
wall for the Upper Deschutes Watershed; analysis of 
restoration prioritization.

Draft charter to address technical gaps for Sprague 
Watershed and Lakeview Sustained Yield Unit.

Ecological and Social Conservation Action Planning on-going 
in Applegate.

Initial FLN Accomplishments



Central Oregon Partnership for 
Wildfire Risk Reduction (COPWRR)

COPWRR is a collaborative effort to reduce wildfire risk, restore forest 
ecosystems, and provide local jobs and income within Central 
Oregon’s forest communities. 



Community Roles in 
Deschutes  Watershed

Protection of life/ property from fire
Project Wildfire

Protection of natural resources and valued attributes (old-
growth) from fire
Glaze Meadow Restoration Project

Restoring resilient, sustainable systems at landscape 
scales
Fire Learning Network

Coordinating the restoration of fire adapted systems at 
landscape scales with appropriate local resource use
Central Oregon Partnership for Wildfire Risk Reduction



Discussion Questions

List the barriers commonly seen in community-
based restoration of fire.

List strategies to address these barriers.

What has been shown to work in other settings?  
What has been shown to not work?


